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BACKGROUND
• Polystyrene (Styrofoam) Ban Ordinance and Reusable Bag 

Ordinance

• Disposables impact waterways, wildlife and human health

• Council priorities: County Disposable Food Service Ware and 
100% trash reduction to meet MRP requirements



Regulates All 
Disposables

• Alameda
• Berkeley
• Carmel
• Davis
• Oakland
• Richmond
• San Anselmo
• San Francisco
• San Mateo County
• Santa Cruz
• Santa Cruz County
• Santa Monica
• Union City

Regulates Small 
Accessories

• Los Angeles (City)
• Los Angeles County
• Malibu
• Manhattan Beach
• Pacifica
• Palo Alto
• SFO
• Santa Barbara
• Watsonville

POLICY ANALYSIS
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POLICY ANALYSIS



POLICY OPTIONS

County of San 
Mateo: Model 
Ordinance

Small 
Accessories 
Regulations

"Upon 
Request" 
Regulations



• Requires disposable food service ware 
be non-plastic and compostable 

• Requires small accessories to be 
distributed only “upon request”

• South San Francisco, Burlingame, 
Atherton, and Half Moon Bay adopted 
the County’s Ordinance

COUNTY OF SAN MATEO: 
DISPOSABLE FOOD 
SERVICE WARE



• Requires small 
accessories (e.g., 
straws, stirrers, utensils) 
be compostable

• Example cities: Pacifica, 
Palo Alto, Malibu and 
Santa Barbara

SMALL 
ACCESSORIES 
REGULATIONS



• As of January 1, 2019, AB 1884 
requires that all restaurants in 
California only provide plastic 
single-use straws only upon 
request

• Requires small accessories to be 
distributed only upon request

• Example cities: Palo Alto, Malibu 
and Santa Barbara

"UPON REQUEST" 
REGULATIONS



• Regulations could impact 428 
businesses

• Businesses use a variety of 
disposables

• Most restaurants report using some 
compostable product

FOOD 
FACILITIES 
FEEDBACK Top Challenges with Regulations

1. Cost
2. Quality/Durability
3. Availability from vendors



Food facilities feedback

Environmental impact

COVID-19 and financial impact to businesses

POLICY DISCUSSION



The SIC recommended adoption of the 

County’s Ordinance because 

1) Addresses all types of disposables

2) Leverages the County’s support services

3) Promotes consistency across the region

County of San 
Mateo: Model 
Ordinance

SIC RECOMMENDATION





RECOMMENDATION

Review policy options to address 
disposable food service ware and 
provide feedback and direction.



POLICY OPTIONS

County of San 
Mateo: Model 
Ordinance

Small 
Accessories 
Regulations

"Upon 
Request" 
Regulations


